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Chad 


10 Libyans Captured in Border Clashes Released 


AB2405080590 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] Chad says it has released 10 Libyans captured in 
fighting near her border with Sudan last month. They 
were handed over to representatives of an unnamed 
country. The Chadian foreign minister, Mr. Acheikh ibn 
Oumar, said the Libyans were menibers of a convoy 
attacked by Chadian forces on guerrilla bases near the 
Chad-Sudan border. He said the convoy had been sup- 
plying rebel forces with arms and had been involved in 
constant attacks on Chad. Libya and Sudan have. how- 
ever, denied the accusations. 


Gabon 


Opposition Leader Dies; Protestors on ‘Rampage’ 
AB2305175690 Paris AFP in English 1749 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Libreville, May 23 (AFP)}—Demonstrators set fire 
to several buildings in the Gabonese capital and in Port 
Gentil on Wednes ay alter the sudden death of opposi- 
tion leader Joseph Redjembe was announced. 


In Libreville, several hundred people went on the ram- 
page, burning down a hotel and a cinema. In Mr. 
Redjebeme’s native Port Gentil, south of the capital, 
official buildings were reportedly targetted, including the 
French consulate. 


Mr. Redjembe was driven to a meeting at the Dow 
Hotel here late Tuesday, a relative said Wednesday. 
After several hours’ waiting, his chauffeur went to look 
for him and found his dead body, which bore no trace of 
blows. 


Mr. Redjembe, a businessman of about 50, was co-leader 
with lawyer Agondjo Okawe of the moderate PGP. 
which headed the opposition at a national conference in 
April after which President Omar Bongo pledged to 
bring in a multi-party system. 


Police said an investigation has been ordered by the state 
prosecutor and confirmed that there was no sign of 
violence. The state prosecutor, reached by telephone 
later Wednesday, said autopsy results would be released 
as soon as possible. 


Demonstrators Hold French Consul 


AB2305203490 Paris AFP in French 1951 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Libreville, 23 May (AFP)}—The consul general of 
France in Port Gentil, Mr. Jean Duffau, has been seques- 
tered since late this afternoon by demonstrators, it was 
learned from reliable sources in Libreville. 
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According to journalists in Port Gentil, southern Gabon, 
the protestors hope to pul pressure on France to request 
President Omar Bongo to step down. According to the 
same sources, several other French nationals, who work 
for an oil company, are being held with the consul. 


Port Gentil, the economic capital of Gabon, with a 
population of about 30,000, almost all of whom work for 
oil companies, is situated in the southern part of the 
country on a lagoon, and it 1s inaccessible by road. It was 
the scene this afternoon of demonstrations following the 
death. under undetermined circumstances, of Mr. 
Joseph Rendjamba, a Gabonese opposition leader. 


Army Called Out; Curfew Imposed 


AB2305214790 Paris AFP in English 2141 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Libreville, May 23 (AFP)}—The Gabonese Gov- 
ernment called out the Army and imposed a nationwide 
curfew late Wednesday following a day of anti- 
government rioting here and in the southern city of Port 
Gentil. 


Minister of Territorial Administration Antoine 
Mboumbou Miyakou appeared on state television to 
announce that a nationwide curfew had been imposed as 
of 8:30 p.m. (1930 GMT). The curfew is to run until 6:00 
A.M. (0500 GMT) Thursday. He also said the Army had 
been called out to help maintain law and order following 
rioting sparked off by the death of opposition leader 
Joseph Rendjambe, who was found dead at a hotel here 
overnight. The measures were necessary because of the 
“regrettable and dangerous” development, he said. 


French Consul Released Unharmed 


AB2405084990 Paris AFP in English 0835 GMT 
24 May 90 


[Text] Libreville, May 24 (AFP)}—The French consul 
general in Port Gentil, southern Gabon, who was kid- 
napped after a day of anti- overnment riots Wednesday, 
was released unharmed Thursday. diplomatic sources 
said here. The consul, Jean Duffau, was returned to his 
home in the early hours by his captors, who made no 
demands in exchange for his release, the sources said. 
The release was confirmed by the Foreign Ministry in 
Paris. 


Mr. Duffau was alone, the sources said, contradicting 
earlier reports that several French employees of the oil 
company ELF-Gabon had been kidnapped with him. 
Journalists in Port Gentil, Gabon’s economic capital, 
said that Mr. Duffau was abducted by relatives of Joseph 
Rendjambe. a senior opposition politician who died in 
unexplained circumstances in a hotel bedroom here on 
Tuesday night. News of Mr. Rendjambe’s death sparked 
nots in Libreville and Port Gentil, his home city, where 
the local presidential palace and the headquarters of 
Gabon’s sole political party were set ablaze. 
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Diplomatic sources here said thal the relatives of Mr. 
Rendjambe first went to the French Consulate and 
unsuccessfully asked that France supervise the autopsy 
on the politician's body. The consulate was later set on 
fire, and rioters asked Mr. Duffau, who is about 60, to 
leave with them. During the evening, the French author- 
ities were asked to bring pressure on Gabon’s President 
Omar Bongo to resign, the sources said. 


Transitional Constitution Adopted 22 May 


AB2305124290 Dakar PANA in French 1400 GMT 
22 May 90 


[Text] Libreville, 22 May (AGP-GAB/PANA)—The 
National Assembly and the Gabonese Democratic Party 
(PDG, former single ruling party) Central Committee 
adopted in Libreville today the new Constitution of the 
Republic of Gabon for the transitional period, following 
a joint meeting chaired by the PDG first secretary. Leon 
Mebiame. 


This 24-page document comprising 73 articles, defines 
the texts governing the social, economic, cultural, and 
political life of the country during the transitional 
period. Chapter 2 of the document, detining the role of 
political parties and associations and Chapter 10, 
dealing with the grand chancellery of the national orders, 
as well as the wording of this new Constitution have been 
modified, it was noted. 


In fact, according to the terms of the new arrangements, 
Chapter 2 of the Constitution stipulates: ‘Political par- 
ties and associations contribute to the expression of 
universal suffrage. They are formed and exercise their 
activities freely within the limits fixed by the laws and 
regulations. They must respect democratic principles, 
national sovereignty, public order, and national unity.” 


The introduction of this new system is a reflection of the 
new political climate in conformity with the spirit of the 
Gabonese national conference which was held in Libre- 
ville from 27 March to 21 April, it is explained. 


Additionally, one may note that Chapter 10 of the 
previous Constitution on “the grand chancellery of the 
national orders,” has been dropped from the new Con- 
stitution. Similarly, some slight modifications were 
made in some articles governing the public and political 
life of the country. 


However, the length of the present presidential term of 
office has been maintained at seven years. In the event of 
resignation before the expiration of the term, presiden- 
tial elections will be held with several presidential can- 
didates competing for a five-year term of office. renew- 
able only once. Also maintained are the president's 
prerogatives as the supreme head of the Armed Forces 
and of all the security forces, as well as the supreme 
holder of executive power, and the guarantor of national 
independence and territorial sovereignty (...) 
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Concerning the government, the posts of vice prime 
minister and minister of state have been abolished. 
However, the duty of the president to conduct the 
policies of the nation as defined in the previous consti- 
tution remain the same. In addition, according to the 
new terms, the legislature and judiciary maintain their 
roles. 


Following ratification by the National Assembly and the 
PDG Central Committee, the clauses contained in the 
new Constitution will govern the institutions of the 
Republic of Gabon until the end of the transitional 
period which is expected to last four months. 


This new Constitutional Law No. 003/90 is in response 
to the need to respect the National Charter on Liberties, 
withdraw the PDG’s Constitution which made it the sole 
ruling party, and define the role of the president of the 
Republic (arbiter of the nation). On the need to control 
democracy. a national council for democracy will be 
created, it was explained. 


Zaire 


Prime Minister on Lubumbashi Student Clash 


AB2305123190 Dakar PANA in English 1134 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Kinsahsa, 23 May (AZAP/PANA)}—The recent 
incidents that took place at the Lubumbashi University 
campus, Kisangani and Bukavu. were raised in Parlia- 
ment Tuesday by Zaire’s Prime Minister Lunda Bululu 
during the general debate on the revision of the Consti- 
tution considered necessary because of the political 
reforms announced by the government on 24 April. 


Referring to information in the foreign press on the 
death of some 10 people at the Lubumbash: Univerity 
campus, Bululu said that the report of the vice prime 
minister and the minister of interior sent to the three 
towns concerned did not make mention of the loss of life 
after the intervention of law enforcement units at the 
Lubumbashi university campus. 


Bululu urged the parliamentarians to use “all available 
constitutional means” to throw light on the incident that 
took place recently in all institutions of higher education 
and universities of the country. The prime minister also 
proposed that a parliamentary commission of enquiry be 
dispatched to the concerned [as received], according to 
sources close to Parliament. 


Denies Massacre of Students 


FA2305195390 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
0500 GMT 23 May 90 


[Excerpts] [Words indistinct] during the period of tran- 
sition [words indistinct] president of the Republic, 
national assembly, government and, of course, [words 
indistinct]. 
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Professor Lunda Bululu described the comments made 
by the deputies as instructive and [words indistinct]. The 
first state commissioner of the transitional government 
a!so took the opportunity of his presence yesterday at the 
Peop'e’s Palace—I mean Nation’s Palace—to denounce 
officially the allegation that about 50 students were 
reportedly killed at the University of Lubumbashi. The 
information was spread by foreign radios. A report by 
[words indistinct] and [words indistinct]. [passage 
omitted] 


As I have just told you, the first state commissioner of 
the transitional government also used the occasion of his 
presence at the Nation's Palace to denounce officially the 
allegation that about 50 students were reportedly killed 
at the University of Lubumbashi. This informaiion was 
spread by foreign radios, of course. 


[Begin Lunda Bululu recording] Citizen Chairman of the 
Legislative Council, Honorable Legislative Council 
Members. | would like, with your permission, to take this 
Opportunity to inform you about a matter which, | am 
sure, has deeply distressed not only the Executive 
Council but also the Legislative Council, and certainly 
all the Zairian people. 


You have all heard from foreign radios that massacres 
have been perpetraied on the campus of the University 
of Lubumbashi by security forces, and that the number 
of victims has allegedly reached 50. | solemnly declare 
that this informationa 1s false. Indeed, at the head of 
State’s request, | sent my vice prime minister, the state 
commissioner for territorial administratjon and decen- 
tralization, to Lubumbashi, Bukavu, and Kisangani, to 
inquire about the events [words indistinct] occurred in 
the student community of these three cities. 


The vice prime minister gave his report to me. I have 
sent this report to the citizen president of the Republic. 
Nothing [words indistinct], nothing in the report indi- 
cates that security forces [words indistinct] ordered, 
reportedly coming from Kinshasa, aliegedly massacred 
studerts. The Executive Council, in line with its policy 
of openness, has already looked into these events. You 
were elected by the people and in that capacity, 


CENTRAL AFRICA 3 


according to the Constitution, you have the appropriate 
means to have all the facts about these events, not only in 
Lubumbashi, but also in Bukavu and Kisangani. | thank 
you. [end recording] 


Embassy in Brussels To Lodge Complaint 


AB2305152990 Dakar PANA in English 1230 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 23 May (AZAP/PANA)}—The Zairian 
Government instructed Tuesday the country’s embassy 
in Brussels to lodge an official complaint against the 
Belgian newspaper, “LE SOIR.” for publishing Tuesday. 
ihe same day, defamatory information on the incidents 
that took place at the Lubumbashi university campus. 
The author of the article, according to government 
sources, is well known for his bitter hatred against Zaire 
and President Mobutu Sese Seko and should prove his 
allegations. 


The Government of Zaire, according to the same 
sources, is profoundly shocked by the tendatious [as 
received] and grotesque allusion made to the possibility 
of President Mobutu himself being present at the venue 
where the incidents took place. 


Security Council To Free Political Prisoners 


AB2305151590 Dakar PANA in English 1254 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 23 May (AZAP/PANA)—Zaire decided 
Tuesday to release all political prisoners and people 
detained for offences related to freedom of speech, it also 
decided to increase the rights of families of detained 
people to information. 


This decision is part of a series of measures aimed at 
guaranteeing the security of people in the country and 
involves especially the suppression of all places of deten- 
tion for various offences at all levels of the security 
services both in Kinshasa and the interior of the country. 


The measures were taken during the meeting of the 
National Security Council chaired by Zairian President 
Mobutu Seko’s special adviser, Nimy Mayidika Ngimbi. 


ANC, Businessmen Mee: in Johannesburg 23 May 


MB2305 193190 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 23 May 90 


[Text] The first official talks between the ANC [African 
National Congress} and South African bu’ inessmen 
ended a short while ago in Johannesburg. Mr. Mandela. 
who headed the 40-member ANC delegation. repeated 
*§ stand on nationalization and sanctions. The two 
parties 2greed that growth was a prerequisite for suc- 
cessful politscal reform, but also agreed to differ on the 
question of nationalizidion and a suitadle political 
model for the future of ‘South Africa. 


Discuss Economic Future 


MB2405075590 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] South African big business and the ANC (African 
National Congress] have reached consensus that eco- 
nomic growth is a prerequisite to successful political 
change but have agreed to differ on issues such as 
nationalization and a suitable ecc.somic model for a new 
South Africa. 


This emerged from a meeting in Johannesburg between a 
delegation of senior ANC officials led by Mr. Mandela 
and business leaders. The mveting, which lasted for six 
hours, had been arranged to discuss economic options 
for a future South Africa. The keynote addresses were 
delivered by Mr. Mandela and the former chairman of 
Anglo-American, Mr. Gavin Relly. 


Ata news conference after the historic meeting, both Mr. 
Mandela and Mr. Relly emphasized the urgent need for 
the abolition of institutionalized inequalities and the 
equal redistribution of resources. On nationalization, 
Mr. Mandela said the concept was often misunderstood 
and that it had to be considered in conjunction with the 
ideologies of a broader and nonracial economic power. 


Further on Businessmen-ANC’s lLalks 


MB2405 104590 Johanneshurg THE STAR in English 
24 May 90 p 1 


[Text] While the ANC [African National Congress] had 
no blueprint that decreed privately-owned assets be 
nationalised, it was obvious the concentration of eco- 
nomic power in a few white hands would have to change, 
Nelson Mandela said in Johannesburg last night. 


About 40 ANC officials and 400 South African business 
leaders met at a landmark conference at the Carlton 
Hotel yesterday, organised by the Consultative Business 
Movement [CBM) to discuss SA's future economic 
policy. 


ANC deputy president Mr Mandela told the conference 
he would not present any argument about nationalisa- 
tion. “The view that the only words in the economic 
vocabularly that ANC knows are nationalisation and 
redistribution is mistaken. There are may issues to 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


FBIS-AFR-90-101 
24 May 1990 


consider in the question of democratisation and de- 
racialisation of economic power,” Mr Mandela said. 


He said it was important to stop propagating a gloomy 
picture of a future South Africa which would sink into 
the econmic crisis that afflicted many African countries. 


Mr Mandela said 1t would be necessary to review the 
system of taxation. The burden of taxation on sections of 
the community least capable of looking after themselves 
should be shifted to the corporate sector—without pro- 
ducing a situation of diminishing returns. 


He said the abolition of multi-headed apartheid admin- 
istrative structures would result in enormous savings. 


Defence spending would also have to be radically 
reduced, and lead to the conversion of military produc- 
tion facilities to civilian needs. 


He would fight against the creation of a “bloated and 
unproductive” civil service. 


Mr Mandela said South Africa’s economy was in a 
terrible crisis. Unemployment was increasing, invest- 
ment in fixed capital was decreasing and inflation was 
high. “The democratic proyect cannot succeed unless the 
economy can deliver. There is no prospect cf getting out 
of the morass while the apartheid system of white 
minority rule remains.” 


Anglo-American’s Gavin Relly told the conference that 
business and political movements would have to seek a 
new set of jointly held values to enable them to confront 
the challenges of building an economic future together. 
These would have to share elements of individualism, 
competil veness, consensus, co-operation and social con- 
science. 


He said the debate about economic options had pro- 
gressed from the crudities of a “capitalism versus 
socialism dogfight” to a recognition that South Africa 
had a future in a mixed economy. “(There is a) need to 
get the mix right—the tax system, the efficiency and 
manner in which we deploy tax revenue, the country’s 
legal and institutional framework and the need for a 
market-based pricing system.” Mr Relly said instead of 
contemplating mechanisms such as nationalisation, the 
private sector should be seen as a source of wealth and 
job creation, with (he Budget act ng as an allocator of 
resources raised by taxation. 


CBM chairman Murray Hofmeyr said the conference 
had not sought to achieve superficial definitive state- 
ments about SA‘s future, but to explore options. “We 
have a very long way to go. There are areas of substantial 
disagreement and | am appalled at the massive prob- 
lems. 


“There is inevitably a degree of mistrust between busi- 
ness and the ANC. We identified areas of disagreement 
and areas of similar interest.” Mr Hofmeyr said. 
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Spokesman Reacts to Right-Wing Patrols Decision 
MB2105 173790 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Engliss: 1545 GMT 21 May 90 


[Text] A spokesman for the Law and Order Ministry, 
Brigadier Leon Mellet, has reacted to the Blanke Veilig- 
heidbeweging’s [white security movement, BVB] deci- 
sion to resume patrols in Welkom. He sa’d the issue 
would be addressed during an interpolation debate in 
Parliament tomorrow on the question of alternative 
Structures and vigilante groups. 


\.°o4 Fo Endorse Anti-Vigilante Legislation 


MB2205 182890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 22 May 90 


[Text] The minister of law and order, Mr. Adriaan Viok, 
says that he will consider endorsing legislation against 
armed vigilante groups, commandos, and people car- 
rying dangerous weapons at public meetings if they 
refuse to heed the voice of reason. 


During an interpolation in the House of Assembly on 
Afrikaner Resistance Movement commandos and public 
displays of dangerous weapons, Mr. Viok said that he 
was empowered to take action in terms of the Dangerous 
Weapons Act or even the emergency regulations. This 
could lead to a ban on dangerous weapons -; all protest 
marches and public political meetings. 


Mr. Viok said that, although such a step would be 
drastic, he was not prepared to allow wreckless and panic 
stricken people to push South Africa over the precipice 
of bloody racial conflict. He said that the freedom of 
certain people would be affected but that he would have 
no other choice should the state of affairs cortinue. 


Viok Spokesman Denies Endorsement 


MB2305 155890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 23 May 90 


[Text] A spokesman for the office of the minister of law 
and order, Brigadier Leon Mellet, said that neither the 
minister, Mr. Adriaan Viok, nor his office had given the 
Blanke Veiligheid [White Security] Movement permis- 
sion to patrol the streets of Welkom. He was com- 
menting On an allegation by the leader of the movement. 
Mr. Hennie Muller, that Mr. Viok had given the move- 
ment permission to patrol the streets of Welkom. 


The mayor of Welkom, Mr. Bill Odendaal, said Mr. 
Muller might have been given a mandate by those people 
who attended a meeting of the movement yesterday 
evening, but definitely not by the residents of Welkom. 
He said that only the police and the defense force would 
be allowed to protect the residents of Welkom. 
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‘Intimidation’ Continues in Welkom Boycott 
MB2305 124290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 23 May 90 


[Text] A great deal of confusion still reigns among blacks 
in Welkom over the ending yesterday of the two- 
week-old consumers boycott on the gold fields. 
Spokesmen for .arious city businesses said that since 
yesterday there was a greater influx of customers out that 
intimidation was still evident. Some black people were 
afraid to shop, while others ignored the intimidators 
because the boycott had ended. 


Our reporter in Welkom said a number of policemen 
were present at business concerns this morning and that 
they were also patrolling the streets. 


Minister Introduces Land Planning Affairs Debate 


MB2105 143490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1403 GMT 21 May 90 


[Text] Parliament May 21 SAPA—There were few 
people who realised the urgency of the identification of 
land for black townships, and too many who put their 
own interests first, the minister of planning and provin- 
cial affairs, Mr Hernus Kriel, said on Monday. 


Introducing debate on his budget vote, he said there were 
indications that black urbanisation had reached the 56 to 
57 per cent level, which meant a population of about 15 
million people. When urbanisation reached the 75 per 
cent level at the turn of the century, it would mean 25 to 
26 million black people would live in and around the 
large cities. “We shall therefore hae to find living space 
for about | 1 million new arivals during the next ten year 
period.” 


South Africans would have to accept that living areas for 
newcomers had to be found. Such land would have to be 
found as close as possible to the areas where jobs existed 
vo save the taxpayer and commuters unnecessary com- 
muting expenses. 


“In our planning, existing rights will have to be taken 
into consideration, bu: the time has passed when a black 
town was crected as far as possible from existing residen- 
tial areas. We cannot afford or justify such outdated 
luxuries and inconvensence to others.” Mr Kriel said 
that the land already identified for black urbanisation 
would house about eight to nine nullion people. 


Something would have to be done about escalation in 
land prices once an area had been identified for devel- 
opment. A classic exaple of this was the increase in land 
prices in the area west of Soweto where prices escalated 
from R3,000 to R3v.000 a hectare when it became 
known the area had been earmarked for development. 


A possible solution could be establishment of a land 
bank. which would make land available for low cost 
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housing. Another possibility would be to indicate low 
cost development areas in development plans before- 
hand. 


His department was also implementing measures to 
drastically cut the red tape involved in the widespread 
consultations necessary before land could be identified. 


Additional Funds for Black Housing 


MB2205090190 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 22 May 90 


[Text] The minister of planning and provincial affairs, 
Mr. Hernus Kriel, says an additional amount of at least 
200 million rands could be made available for buying 
and developing land for black fiousing. 


During a parliamentary debate on his budget vo'e, Mr. 
Kriel said that should Parliament approve the 1,000 
million rands announced by the state president, Mr. 
F.W. de Klerk, at least 200 million rands would be 
allocated for this purpose. Mr. Kriel said his department 
was grateful for this allocation and regarded it as an 
opportunity to reduce the enormous backlog in housing. 


‘Alternative’ to Local Government System Seen 


MB2105 173390 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1545 GMT 21 May 90 


[Text] The government has announced that it 1s prepared 
to scrap the present system of local government based 
solely on race and that alternative models are being 
investigated. 


Introducing a parliamentary debate on his budget vote. 
the minister of planring and provincial affairs, Mr. 
Hernus Kriel, said the National Party believed that local 
government structures had to be acceptable to all popu- 
lation groups in order to ensure that the system was 
stable. The party also believed that the policy of power 
sharing ance the nondomination of minorities should 


apply. 


He admitted that black local authorities lacked credi- 
bility because they had no sound financial base and 
added that there was insufficient trained manpower !o 
supply the needs of existing local authorities. He said the 
government would have to consider seriously the possi- 
bility of local authorities being served by a single admin- 
istration. 


Black Local Councils To Continue 


MB2205074390 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0S00 GMT 22 May 90 


[Text] The governmert has told the Urban Councils 
Association of South Africa [UCASA] that all local 
government systems must continue functioning in an 
orderly way until a new constitution has been negotiated. 


The minister of constitutional development, Dr. Gerrit 
Viljoen, said in a statement after talks with UCASA in 


FBIS-AFR-90-101 
24 May 1990 


Cape Town. that he had emphasized the essential role of 
black local councils in ensuring orderly progress to a new 
and just South Africa. He had appeal i to them to 
continue their very important task. 


Dr. Viljoen said UCASA had been informed about 
recent developments in the negotiating process with 
particular reference to local authority affairs. He said 
UCASA had emphasized the need to maintain law and 
order and had expressed the concerns of black local 
councillors. He had undertaken to convey these concerns 
and requests on violence and intimidation to the min- 
ister of law and order. He called on black communities to 
give councillors their support to ensure good government 
in this time of transition. 


Education Minister Assesses Schools’ Draft Nivdels 


. 182405082490 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English OS00 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] The minister of education and culture, Mr. Piet 
Clase, says right-wing po!'tical parties and groups are 
propagating misinterpretations of the draft models for 
schools. 


In a Statement issued in Pretoria, Mr. Clase said that the 
models would not replace the existing education system 
but would be supplementary to existing separate white 
and private schools. He said that no school would be 
forced to make a choice if it were satisfied with its 
present status. 


Mr. Clase said that the models were in draft form and 
that comment was being received from many sources. He 
said that they had been referred to the four statutory 
provincial education councils, the Federation of Parents 
Associations, and the Teachers Federal Council for com- 
ment and advice until 15 June. Mr. Clase said that the 
government would take a decision as soon as possible 
after that. Full information would then be given to the 
various school communities. 


22 May Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MB2205122590 


[Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


De Klerk Needs Outside Encouragement on Reforms—A 
page 22 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 22 May sees ANC Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
as RSA President F.W. de Klerk’s major “problem” 
during his European tour since “the ANC leader is using 
his immense authority to persuade international opinion 
that sanctions must stay in place for the immediate 
future.” “The critical dates to keep in mind are June 18 
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and 25 when European leaders meet in Dublin. South 
Africa will undoubtedly be on the agenda. So far Mr de 
Klerk and Mr Mandela appear to be evenly matched. 
The President, by all accounts, has impressed European 
leaders with his sincerity and political courage: Mr 
Mandela, however, has helped to persuade Common- 
wealth leaders at a meeting in Nigeria to recommend to 
then EC counterparts that sanctions remain in place. 
Soon he will be making that same appeal personally to 
European leaders. Mr de Klerk, who faces increasingly 
shrill accusations of betrayal from the ultra-right, needs 
to be bolstered in his resolve to press ahead to a 
non-racial South Africa. If he fails, the way ahead will be 
harder for everyone, including Mr Mandela.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Viok Must Investigate Police ‘Political Disaster'— 
“Whatever the immediate causes and detail of Sunday's 
[20 May] shootings in Welkom. the resuli 1s that police 
have once again landed South Africa with a political 
disaster. Why this happens with such regularity requires 
the urgent attention oi Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Viok and his senior police officers,” assesses a page 12 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 22 May “We have long :ampaigned for a better- 
manned police force, but only if it 1s also bet*er trained. 
There is no point in a rapid expansion of numbers if 
ill-trained and trigger-happy kitskonstabeis [special con- 
stables] stretch right up into the police high command. 
Training, in the current context, requires an under- 
standing not only of rict control but of peaceful crowd 
control. It means an understanding of civil liberties and 
the protection of individuals. Above all, it requires 
sensitivity in delicate and potentially violent situations. 
Army officers who pioneered the military's ‘hearts and 
minds’ campaigns may have some sound advice to offer. 
So may foreign police forces, which have wrestled <ome- 
what more successfully with similar problems. If there is 
too much prejudice against calling in the British, the 
current goodwill being earned in Europe should prompt 
Viok to seek help from police forces in countries like 
Holland and Germany. He should do so urgently before 
his men manage to put the new South Africa beyond 
anyone s reach.” 
SOWETAN 

Minister Must Act To Ensure Labor Agreement Becomes 
Law—" Thousands of workers are gearing themselves to 
take part in demonstrations and marches throughout the 
country today to highlight the as-yet-unresolved battir 
against the recent amendments to Labour Relations Act 
f* RA].” forecasts a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 22 May. “Once again this 
action 1s going to evoke cries of foul play from the bosses 
and the Government, who are already reeling from two 
years of LRA-related industrial strife and boycotts. The 
action today comes hard on the heels of the historic talks 
between Minister of Manpower Mr Eli Louw, Saccola 
[South African Consultative Committee on Labor 
Affairs), Cosatu [Congress of South African Trade 
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Unions} and Nactu [National Council of Trade 
Unions].” “The Minister of Manpower should now act 
urgently to ensure that the agreement between the 
employers and the unions becomes law in the current 
Parliamentary session.” 


THE CITIZEN 


ATC Aware of ‘Softening of Attitude’ Toward RSA— The 
African National Congress (ANC) is “aware of the soft- 
ening of attitude towards South Africa” and is sending 
Nelson Mandela to Europe “to follow in the tracks of 
Mr. de Kierk.” deciares the page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 2! May. “If Mr. 
Mandela succeeds, Mr. de Klerk will return to South 
Africa with the praises of European leaders ringing in his 
ears, but all the advances he has made on the sanctions 
issue will have been negated by Mr. Mandela. It will not 
bc: the end of the world for Mr. de Klerk, but it will make 
his reforms more difficult.” But if Mandela fails in his 
“mission to block Mr. de Klerk” his own image w:il 
suffer “since this sei:back will show that he does not have 
the influence overseas that his supporters claim he has. 
There are younger men, both among the exiles, as well as 
the militant unions, who could take over effective lead- 
ership of the ANC, leaving Mr. Mandela an interna- 
tional, though damaged figurehead.” 


CAPE TIMES 


SADF ‘Defiant’ of De Klerk—Gerald Shaw writes in his 
“Political Survey” column on page 6 of Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 18 May that President de 
Klerk’s “great surge forward at home and abroad was 
undermined this week by troubles on the security front— 
and within the security establishment itself.” Shaw refers 
to killings in Welkom, saying “there is still a threai of 
Nazi-style private armies settling their own accounts.” 
Shaw also notes the “defiant attitude” of the South 
African Defense Force's so-called Civil Cooperation 
Bureau (CCB) which has “placed itself above Parliament 
and the judiciary, declining to make the records of its 
activities available to the Auditor-General and the 
Harms Commission of Inquiry, with witness after wit- 
nes. likewise declining to answer questions before the 
commission.” Defense Minister Magnus Malan was 
“blandly complacent” in Parliament about the activities 
of the CCB and “seemingly confident that nothing will 
come ou of present investigations to embarrass its 
ministerial head.” Shaw warns that “a cancerous growth 
in the body politic cannot be eradicated unless its extent 
is established with precision, and drastic surgery 1s 
applied. ai appropriate, to save the country from its 
ravages.” 


CITY PKiSS 


Call To Check Right Wing—Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English on 20 May is ‘alarmed at the growing mihi- 
tancy among rightwingers,” and says in a page 10 edito- 
rial the “rightwing must be taken seriously. They have 
the potential to wreck initiatives to bring peace and 
prosperity to South Africa.” “The rightwing cannot go 
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unchecked. Violent disorjer, once set in motion may 
spawn tyranny, not freedom.” 


Call for Students To Return to School—A second edito- 
rial on the same page remarks “it’s time our pupils are 
told some home truths. The :\ot act must be read to 
them.” “Schooling and effectivy learning has been dis- 
rupted since the beginning of the year. Things are so bad 
that a weekly newspaper has sid education could col- 
lapse unless the country’s national leadership intervenes 
immediately.” It 1s “our chikiren’s responsibility to be 
educated.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 


Whites Experience Effects of Unrest—‘“The abduction 
and murder of a Cato Ridge resident is another example 
of the wanton and brutal nature of the current crime 
wave, and 1s especially shocking to whites, who have 
little direct experience of the unrest that has been 
endemic in the area for the past three years,” observes 
Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 
12 May in a page 6 editorial. “Everyone knows now that 
separate development doesn’t work but there is still a 
lingering belief that apartheid can be imposed on adverse 
social conditions, that the effects of poverty and unrest 
can somehow be kept at bay, confined to townships and 
homelands. It is another illusion, as the crime wave 
shows.” 


TRANSVALE 


Municipal Police Force We!-zme—“It 1s good that there 
be a thorough invectigation into the possibility of estab- 
lishing a municipal police force for Johannesturg.” says 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 18 May 
in a page 8 editorial. The “overworked South African 
Police [SAP] ts still experiencing a drainage of man- 
power.” Therefore, TRANSVALER believes that not 
only Johannesburg, but other municipalities should 
“think of plans to assist the SAP in its task of protecting 
the pubiic.” 


DIE BURGER 


Editorial on Timing of De Klerk U.S. Visit—Cape Town 
DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 May in a page 16 
editorial states: “The U.S. activists do not only object to 
the mere fact of De Klerk’s visit, but also to the date of 
his visit because they believe President Bush should 
receive Mr. Mandela first. South Africans would not 
have a good impression of the Bush administration if it 
were to bow under such pressure and let the Mandela 
tour take place before De Klerk’s visit. It would not only 
confirm that the U.S. public is one of the most superfi- 
cial and uninformed in the world when it comes to 
foreign affairs, but would create the impression that a 
government that is supposed to be a world leader is 
pushed about by a handfui of people. It would also beg 
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the question of whether it would be at all advisable for 
President de Klerk to run the risk of not being received 
with full recognition. after a very important and suc- 
cessful European tour.” 


BEELD 


De Klerk Changes “Underemphasized’—* Unfortunately 
the exciting potential of what President de Klerk ts trying 


to do in present times is underemphasized.” declares 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaanbs oa 21 May in a page 
8 editorial. “Some of our compatriots are to blame for 
this since they see only the risks and no! the exciting new 
whole. A little window to what is possible has been 
opened recently. The British consul in Johannesburg 
noted that South African exports to Brittain increased by 
43 percent in the first quarter this year, and he also noted 
that the abolition of the British ban on new investments 
might lead to a significant increase.” 


24 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2405073890 


[Editorial Report} 
THE NATAL WITNESS 


Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 
16 May in a page 8 editorial states “Negotiation is 
toda*"s watchword, so that the Government, when 
acting, rightly, to quell armed mobilisation of disaffected 
groups. places emphasis on disarming and peacekeeping 
rather than on crushing and punishing. Except that the 
story's rather different when those arming and mobil- 
ising are part of the white right wing.” After noting the 
“friendly” meeting “this week” between Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Viok and Afrikaner Resistance Move- 
ment (AWB) leader Eugene Terveblanche, the paper 
writes that Viok did not make “apparently, an attempt in 
any way to discourage AWB militarism.” THE NATAL 
WITNESS concludes “it is high time Mr Viok made way 
for somicone with the intelligence and strength to per- 
ceive such blatani and dangerous wrongs and act firmly 
to set them mght.” 


A second editorial on the same page points out that “the 
Population Registration Act, most hurtful of the apart- 
heid laws, is still very much on the statute books and is 
still being applied. with lists of racial classifications and 
reclassifications issued at regular intervals. Obviously, 
this new law must go.” Repealing it immediately is 
“impossible” because “it's part of the constitutional 
debate now in progress.” However, “Why not, therefore, 
in the meantime quietly let the machinery for imple- 
menting the act rust so that it gradually ships into disuse, 
much as the Group Areas Act is beginning to grey and 
dissolve al the edges via the turning of blind eyes to 
infringements” In that way eventual repeal would be a 
mere formality.” 
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Mozambique 


GDR Governmental Team Arrives in Maputo 22 May 


MB2205083190 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 22 May 90 


[Text] A GDR governmental team arrived in Maputo 
this morning for talks with the Mozambican Govern- 
ment. Talks are scheduled to begin today and it is 
believed some outdated clauses of the Mozambique- 
GDR Gove nmental Accord will be cancelled. The GDR 
team will be led by Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
[title as heard] (Helmut Berg). 


‘+ ov ers’ Situation in GDR Discussed 


M?*~-0$12419) Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
10 “MT °? May 90 


{Text} (sacimut Berg), secretary of state for foreign affairs 
with the GDR Council of Ministers, said in Maputo 
today the GDR wants to continue to receive and employ 
Mozambican workers. 


(Helmut Berg) arrived in the Mozambican capital this 
morning for talks with the Labor Ministry. He told 
Radio Mozambique there is the need to change the 
accord concerning employment for Mozambican 
workers in the GDR. (Helmut Berg) said the GDR has 
lately experienced economic and political change, 
adding this has caused serious problems to the people in 
general, and to foreigners in particular. He said, quote, 
we are here for talks with the Mozambican Government 
regarding the creation of conditions for Mozambican 
workers to continue working in the GDR, unquote. 


It should be recalled that Mozambican workers in the 
GDR have lately been the target of threats by neo-Nazi 
groups demanding their return to Mozambique. Asked 
to comment, (Helmut Berg) said the GDR Government 
will work hard with its people to overcome such reac- 
tionary behavior. 


During his scheduled seven-day visit (Helmut Berg) will 
meet the ministers of finances and cooperation, as well 
as officials of the Mozambique Christian Council. 


Presidential Office Staff Debates Constitution 


MB2405070290 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] Those staff members from the office of the 
president who are participating in the debate on the araft 
project for revising the Constitution suggested yesterday 
that the prime minister's functions be clarified on 
whether or noi Mozambique will follow a parliamentary 
or presidential system. 


The suggestion arose from the fact that ihe draft project 
for revising the Constitution denctes the prime minister 
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as assistant to the president of the Republic and simul- 
taneously confers upon him the responsibilities of pre- 
senting governmental plans and reports to the People’s 
Assembly. 


Namibia 


Defense Minister on ‘Better’ Angolan Cooperation 
MB2205 133190 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 21 May 90 


[Text] Namibian Defense Minister Peter Mueshihange 
says better cooperation beiween Namibia and Angola 
could be beneficial to both countries. 


Mueshihange and Angolan Defense Minister Lictenant 
General Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale visited former 101- 
Battalion base, at Oluno, Ov umbo. Mueshihange says 
cooperation between Namibia and Angola 1s made easier 
by their geographic locations. 


Gen. Pedale told a Windhoek news cunference that no 
agreements were signed between the Angolan and 
Namibian Governments for joint action against the 
UNITA [National Union fo: the Total Independence of 
Angola] rebel movement. He says the Angolan and 
Namibian Defense Forces are responsible for the main- 
tenance of security between these two countries. 


Energy Cooperation To Expand 
MB2405080290 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 24 May 90 


[Text] After talks iasting five days in “’indhoek, Angola 
and Namibia have agreed to increase cooperation in the 
energy field. They said in a joint statement tssued < ‘ter 
the talks that areas of common interest include the 
electrification of rural northern Namibia and southern 
Angola; the supply of petroleum products by Angola to 
Namibia; and the further development of the Cunene 
River basin. 


The linkup of Namibia with the energy program of the 
Southern African Development Coordination Confer- 
ence was also discussed. 


22 May Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MB2305191596 


[Editorial Report] 


THE NAMIBIAN 


DTA Should Adopt Reconciliation Policy — ~The Demo- 
cratic Turnhalle Alliance [DTA], by means of its 
chairman, Dirk Mudge, now demands to be consulted on 
a regular basis by the SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization] government on all issues, with 
particular reference to solving the security situation,” 
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points oul a page 7 editorial in Windhoek THE 
NAMIBIAN in English on 18 May. “And while 
SWAPO's policy of national reconciliation has brought 
opposing forces closer than they would otherwise have 
been. we cannot agree with Mudge’s most recent 
demand. As was pointed out in the National Assembly 
by the Prime Minister, Hage Geingob, the DTA had 
their chance to participate in the governmeat but turned 
down the offers. We are aware that at the i.me SWAPO 
offered 2 Cab’ret post to Hans Staby of the DTA, the 
latter was instructed by the party’s chairman not to 
accept the post. DTA circles at the time held the view 
that their members should not accept positions offered 
by SWAPO, since they (the DTA) may win the elections 
in five years’ time. SWAPO did indeed reach out to the 
DTA at the time, but was rebuffed. And now Dirk 
Mudge. from the ranks of the opposition, makes 
demands to be consulted at every turn. The DTA’s 
contribution to the newly-emerging Republic of Namibia 
should be to practice the policy of national reconcilia- 
tion, and not merely pay lip service to it at social 
functions.” 


Time To Realize Namibia Part of Africa—A second 
editorial on the same page reads: “The realisation is slow 
to dawn on many of the whites in Namibia that this 
country is now part of Africa—no longer in the clutches 
of isolation brought upon us by South African colonial 
domination. But on their part, African diplomatic rep- 
resentatives in Namibia, headed by Dean of the Diplo- 
matic Corps, Angolan Ambassador Alberto Ribeiro- 
Kabulu, initiated a ‘meet the press’ get-together this 
week in order to open their doors to the press and 
facilitate better understanding and information about 
countries on the African continent. Ribeiro said at the 
function that problems and misunderstandings in the 
past were largely due to lack of contact between the press 
and African representatives, and he expressed the hope 
that this situation would change for the better in the 
future. We commend the Ambassador for his initiative; 
we are part of the African continent and as such our 
people, our government and our media have lots to learn 
from both the failures and successes of others in our 
region. We in turn can make our contribution towards a 
better Africa.” 
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TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


‘Colonialism’ Cliche Excuse for Probiems—*Yes, 
nobody would deny that Namibia inherited a lot of its 
problems from South Africa.” affirms a page 2 editorial 
in Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA in English on 18 
May. “Yet the government, ai this early stage, must be 
careful with their loose talk about inherited problems. It 
sounds a bit too much like an early excuse for being 
unable to solve those problems, for pre-empting the 
future (also in the techncial sense in which ‘pre-empt is 
used in the game Bridge. namely. ‘to make a high 
opening bid, on a weak hand’). All this talk of inherited 
problems sounds a little too much like blaming colonial- 
ism—or neo-colonialism—for the problems of disinte- 
grating societies which, now, had three decades to rid 
themselves of colonialism and jence themselves against 
neo-colonialism. The world has realised that the excuse 
is a tired one, to the extent of applying punishment 
measures to these wasteful. corrupt, and authoritarian 
societies. And we don’t have to look very far for exam- 
ples of such societies. Zambia is among the eleven 
countries facing possible expulsion from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. Countries have used ‘colonial’ 
and ‘neo-colonial’ as cliches to conceal their own weak- 
nesses. It is an irony of history that neo-colonialism 
ceased to be a cliche when the World Bank started to 
write budgets for Third World countries, in order to 
regain ill-spent investments. We have to stop thinking of 
the international donors as charity organisations. To 
keep going, they have to run on sound business princi- 
ples. Let us trust that the government does not use 
‘inherited problems’ as synonymous with the cliched 
‘colonialism’ or ‘neo-colonialism’. Without doubt, a cer- 
tain amount of the R [rand] 700 million debt bequeathed 
by South Africa went on maintaining apartheid struc- 
tures. But part, at least. went on leaving us, infra- 
structurally, more fortunate than most. This gives us less 
justification for using cliches.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


“It is probably too early to say, but it appears wrong that 
the Hamutenya [Information and Broadcasting Min- 
ister] ruling should go through that henceforth only his 
department can issue statements and that each depart- 
ment does not have a say about its own matters,” notes 
Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 18 May 
in a page 8 editorial. “Mr. Hamutenya is going to end up 
in a danger zone if he effectively becomes the govern- 
ment’s sensor.” 
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Burkina Faso 


Minister, Other Officers Dismissed from Army 


AB2305 184690 Paris AFF in French 1419 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 23 May (AFP)—Six Army cap- 
tains, including one minister, have been removed from 
the ranks of the People’s Armed Forces (FAP) of Burkina 
Faso “for repeated undisciplined behavior,” it was 
learned from an official source. 


They include Captains Laurent Sedogo, the minister of 
peasant cooperative and member of the Executive 
Bureau of the Organization for Popular Democracy- 
Labor Movement (ODP/MT, an extreme leftist organi- 
zation), Francois Etienne Ouedraogo, deputy secretary 
general of the Popular Front (the official organization 
heading all the recognized parties) and former high 
commissioner of Kadiogo Province (whose capital ts 
Ouagadougou): Honore Nombre, former high commis- 
sioner of the Houet Province (whose capital is Bobo- 
Dioulasso, Burkina’s second largest town, 365 km west 
of Ouagadougou); and Noel Guy Yameogo, the former 
head of the People’s National Service (SNP). 


With the status of civilian, they have been placed at the 
disposal of the minister of civil service for employment, 
the same source added. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Political Bureau's Communique on Border Clashes 


AB2305155690 Dakar PANA in French 1316 GMT 
23 May 90 


[Text] Bissau, 23 May (ANG/PANA)}—The African 
Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau and Cape 
Verde [PAIGC] Political Bureau has exhorted the inter- 
national community to put pressure on Senegal following 
the border clashes on 19 May. A military communique 
issued in Bissau spoke of a new clash in the north of the 
country. 


The PAIGC leadership deliberated on Saturday's border 
clashes between the Senegalese and Guinea-Bissau 
armies, which, according to Guinea Bissau Justice Min- 
ister Mario Cabral who was addressng the diplomatic 
corps on Monday [21 May], did not claim any lives in 
Guinea-Bissau’s ranks. (For his part, Senegalese Foreign 
Minister Seydina Oumar Sy announced on the same day 
in Dakar that four Senegalese were injured, and two 
others were missing). 


In the communique published yesterday in Bissau, the 
PAIGC Political Bureau appealed to the international 
community, calling on it to put pressure on Senegal to 
make it “respect the principles and norms of interna- 
tional law.” 


Despite the seriousness of Saturday’s clashes, Guinea- 
Bissau, which will never back down from defending its 
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interests, will not discard its principles to struggle for 
stability, lasting peace. and an atmosphere of good- 
neighborliness in the subregion, the communique stated. 


“The people of Guinea-Bissau, who during their history 
have shown their political maturity and high sense of 
patriotism, will once again demonstrate to Africa and the 
world their true love for peaceful and brotherly coexist- 
ence with all the peoples of the subregion,” the Political 
Bureau of the ruling party in Guinea-Bissau continued. 


The Guinea-Bissau leadership body reassured the people 
of Guinea-Bissau of its determination to safeguard social 
peace, which has been achieved at the cost of great 
sacrifices by the best sons of the fatherland. 


The ruling party considers peace one of the greatest 
historical conquests and a prerequisite for development, 
and it will by all means be preserved, it added. 


Faced with the present delicate situation, the commu- 
nique added, the PAIGC, again reaffirms its steadfast- 
ness in the defense of the country’s territorial integrity 
and appeals to all socia! organizations and .:.: people in 
general to be more vigilant. 


In conclusion, the PAIGC Political Bureau reaffirmed its 
solidarity with the Guinea-Bissau Government, which, 
eager to preserve the atmosphere of peace and stability in 
the subregion, has ceaselessly appealed to the Senegalese 
Government to halt completely its violations of Guinea- 
Bissau sovereignty. 


The military communique issued yesterday by Guinea- 
Bissau radio speaking of another clash on the same day 
between the Senegalese and Guinea-Bissau armies, spec- 
ified that the clash occurred in the Sao Domingo area in 
the northern part of the country and that Guinea-Bissau 
suffered no casualties. 


The situation is totally under the controi of the People’s 
Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARP), the Guinea- 
Bissau military command stated. 


Ivory Coast 


Cabinet Adopts New Economic Measures 


AB2305230490 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 23 May 90 


[Excerpts] During its three-hour session from 1000 to 
1300 today under the head of state’s chairmanship, the 
Cabinet heard a long report by Alssane Ouattara, the 
governor of the Central Bank of West African States, 
BCEAO, chairman of the inter-ministerial committee on 
the structural adjustment and economic recovery pro- 
gram, the success of which will depend on genuine 
determination for rigor in its implementation. The Cab- 
inet adopted the conclusions of this report, which was 
made public by the government. [passage omitted] 
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At the end of the meeting, which was held at the 
Presidential Palace, a communique was issued. It is read 
by Communications Minister Auguste Miremont. 


[Begin Miremont recording] The Cabinet met today 
under the head of state’s chairmanship. During the 
meeting, the Cabinet heard a report by BCEAO Gov- 
ernor Allassane Ouatiara, the chairman of the inter- 
ministerial committee on the coordination of the struc- 
tural adjustment and economic recovery program, 
regarding the negotiations concluded with the IMF and 
World Bank in Washington on 10 May 1990. 


The Cabinet approved the objectives of the program and 
measures planned to reduce our country’s financial 
imbalances, to adopt a free-market economy, promote 
growth, and protect and create more jobs. In this regard, 
the Cabinet adopted measures to increase government 
revenues and reduce expenditures. The strict application 
of these measures will help balance the state's financial 
situation and the management of National Public Estab- 
lishments [EPN], and pay off most of the state public 
debt in order to restore confidence in the business 
community. 


The implementation of measures relating to revenues 
should be aimed at increasing tax returns and not taxes. 
This will be made possible by a reorganization of the 
customs services and revenue department with the sup- 
port of external technical assistance. Appropriate mea- 
sures will be taken to fight fraud and punish any form of 
corruption. Measures concerning cutting expenditures 
are aimed at reducing the lifestyle of the state and EPN’s. 


Additional measures will ensure effective control and a 
limited distribution of budget allocations to the various 
ministries and national agencies, in particular, a reorga- 
nization of the use of government vehicles will be made 
as soon as possible. Because of the satisfactory conclu- 
sion of negotiations with the IMF and World Bank, 
reductions in salaries are definitively cancelled. This 
decision calls for the strict implementation of the pro- 
gram, because of the state’s inadequate financial means. 


The Catrcaet also approved draft bills on measures 
concerning revenues and expenditures. They will be 
immediately submitted to legislators so that they can 
take effect on | June 1990. The Cabinet is satisfied with 
the financial and moral support by the international 
community, particularly from {vory Coast’s close 
friends, to help our country’s internal efforts to imple- 
ment its structural adjustment and economic recovery 
program. The government has made it a point to assure 
its national and external partners of its firm determina- 
tion to strictly implement this program in a climate of 
peace and national union in conformity with its commit- 
ments. 


The government has considered the demands of the 
various socio-professional groups. The financial impact 
of some of the demands can not only generate imbal- 
ances in the structural adjustment program but also 
seriously jeopardize the fragile balances adopted with 
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the support of the international community. In this 
regard, the government solemnly calls on all socio- 
professional groups to show solidarity as the economic 
and financial program is being implemented. It also calls 
on them to be patient, patriotic, and work for unity and 
peace. 


Following the deliberations of the National Assembly on 
the various draft bills, the chairman of the inter- 
ministerial coordination committee will, during a news 
conference, outline the objectives and measures of the 
economic and financial program in line with the mission 
entrusted to him by the president of the Republic. [end 
recording] 


Prison Guards Strike, Threaten To Free Inmates 


AB2405065090 Paris AFP in English 0339 GMT 
24 May 90 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, May 24 (AFP)}—Guards ai Ivory 
Coast's biggest prison went on strike late Wednesday and 
threatened to release inmates Saturday unless Ivory 
Coast President Felix Houphouet-Boigny met them for 
talks. About 200 guards at the Yopougon prison in 
Abidjan were demanding wage increases that would put 
them on a level with police, housing subsidies, a mutual 
insurance society, and more modern arms and equip- 
ment, a spokesman told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
by telephone. 


Some 5,000 inmates are crowded into the Yopougon 
facility which was built to hold 1,500. The strike was 
spreading to other prisons which hold an additional 
10,000 inmates, the spokesman said. He said the striking 
guards had stopped delivering food brought from the 
outside to prisoners and might halt visits Thursday. 
They would begin releasing prisoners Saturday morning 
unless President Houphouet-Boigny met them by then. 


The prison guard strike was the latest in a series of 
protests as Ivory Coast implements austerity measures to 
cope with an economic crisis brought on by a world 
slump in cocoa and coffee prices. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Rebels Reportedly Control ‘Portions’ of Buchanan 


AB2405 144590 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 23 May 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Information, Culture, and 
Tourism today held its regular press briefing chaired by 
Deputy Information Minister Moses Washington. A 
question was today posed by journalists to Mr. Wash- 
ington on the current indiscipline amongst some mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces of Liberia, with specific 
reference to a situation in Booker Town between soldiers 
and students of R.C. Nursing Institute in Grand Bassa 
County: 
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[Begin Washington recording] A (?caveat) issued by the 
Ministry of National Defense advised all soldiers and 
(?recruits) who are not on assignment to stop roaming 
about the streets of Monrovia and advised them against 
harassing citizens. But speaking of the [words indistinct] 
of soldiers harassing citizens, it appears that nothing 
tangible has been done to sort of curtail these things that 
are (?rife) [passage indistinct] (?erupting) in Booker 
Town in Grand Bassa where soldiers entered the campus 
of the R.C. Nursing Mission and raped some of the 
students even now prepared to (?go in to kill). [passage 
indistinct] The (?rift) is specifically based on the fact that 
[words indistinct] such (?disgraceful) action to avoid the 
plight of citizens. 


{Words indistinct] taking the government to task because 
of the behavior of the soldiers. Basically, as far as the 
Ministry of Information is concerned, and the govern- 
ment at large, the directive given by the Defense Min- 
istry to those soldiers still pertains. The directive still 
stands. They have deployed MP's [Military Police] 
around all areas of the country where soldiers have been 
sent to restore order, so that excesses will not be com- 
mitted. And if excesses are committed, those who 
commit these acts will be dealt with militarily as we have 
been told by the Ministry of National Defense. [end 
recording] 


Stull in Grand Bassa County, another journalist at 
today’s press briefing at the Ministry of Information 
asked Minister Washington as to what the situation in 
Buchanan was like. 
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[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] What is the 
situation in Buchanan like? 


[Washington] I just said in the statement that the situa- 
tion remains the same, with the rebels (?stoutly) in 
control of portions of the Port of Buchanan, and govern- 
ment forces are doing everything possible to have the 
rebels driven out (?now). [end recording] 


Minister Washington had earlier noted that government 
forces were making gradual attempts to recapture the 
Port of Buchanan. He added that as usual, extra care has 
been taken by the soldiers to ensure that innocent people 
are not killed. 


Doe Orders Investigation of Killings in Monrovia 


AB2405 105090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 23 May 90 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has ordered the 
ministers of national defense and justice to immediately 
set up a special joint security team to search for and 
arrest all thove responsible for the recent wave of killings 
in and around the city of Monrovia. He said the govern- 
ment of Liberia condemns these acts of senseless and 
wicked killings and those responsible must be brought to 
justice without delay. 


An Executive Mansion release issued this afternoon 
quotes the president as saying although there is a state of 
unrest in Liberia, the Government of Liberia will not 
encourage, condone, or resort to any sectional killings of 
innocent and peaceful citizens. 
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